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The Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University is a non-governmental organization
in general consuitative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), in consultative status with The United Nations Childrens Fund (UNICEF)
and affiliated to the Department of Public Information (DPI).

The Brahma Kumaris has been involved in celebrating the International Day of Peace
since its creation in 1981 and is now represented on the NGO Committee for the
International Day of Peace, which ¢o-ordinates preparations for the day and
encourages NGO activities around the world.

On the third Sunday of the month all the Brahma Kumaris centers concurrently
dedicate an hour in reflection and meditation to world peace. This hour on
September 19, 2004 was dedicated specifically to the International Day of Peace.
Over 500,000 people in 84 countries came together in collective meditation focusing
on a unified thought in the power of silence in bringing about world peace.

Brussels: On the evening of September 21, an hour's meditation was held followed
by 'a peace reception' with drinks and finger-food. During this time about 30 people
shared their good wishes for the world and made personali commitments to put these
into reatity.

Brazil

Olinda ~ Pernambuco: An event was held in a public square in the community in
which the Brahma Kumaris, the Boys and Girls Association of Olinda and the
Episcopal Church of QOlinda participated. These three groups came together and
observed the International Day of Peace in a number of differant ways. These
activities were also supported by the Councilor of Olanda:

« 60 children created paintings of doves with messages attached to them and
these doves were given to other children affiliated to the Episcopal Church of
Qiinda.

+  Homemade sweets with peace messages were distributed to approximately
1,000 passengers on the public buses.

« A huge cloth banner with the words “Peace is to Be” invited individuals to
contribute virtues by writing these on the banner

Canada

Toronto: An event was held at the Living Arts Centre in Mississauga on Friday
September 10, at which over 1200 people attended, on the subject of. Living Peace
in Extraordinary Times. The evening featured:



e An interview with Dadi Janki, co-administrative Head of the Brahma Kuarmis
by media personality, Meena Bhandari.

¢ A unique and moving performance by the Children's Peace Theatre of
Toronto, led by Artistic Director Robert Morgan, delivering their own dramatic
interpretation on the theme of peace.

s A sgpecial musical performance by the multi-talented, award-winning
international composer, producer, songwriter and musician Rahman Rajan

s A coilective meditation in deep silence for peace.
hin

Hong Kong: On September 21* Let Peace Begin with Me was the theme used to
send vibrations of peace to heal the world through inspirational messages of
meditation.

There was also a community event organized by MV Reach Communications, at the
Shangri-la Hotel bringing together a network of faith-based organizations which
included: The Hong Kong Network for Religion and Peace (Interfaith group), Sacred
Peace Centre (Sta. Ana, US), ISKCON, Khalsa Divan (Sikh Temple), Soko Gakkai
International, Sri Aurobindo Society of Hong Kong, Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre,
Baha'i Faith, Brahma Kumaris Raja Yoga Centre, Hong Kong and others. At this
event there was the unveiling ceremony of a 7 foot Peace Pole contributed by The
World Peace Prayer Society. Folliowing the unveiling ceremony the World Peace
Flame was lit. This flame is originally from the LIFE Foundation, United Kingdom and
has been lit by dignitaries from around the world and it was especially flown in by
the Australian Air Force

Colombia

Cali: A message to raise awareness of the International Day of Peace was sent out
by email to key individuals in the community. Public radio stations also made
announcements to highlight the cbservance of the Day.

Denmark

Copenhagen: UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan’s message and a peace message
from Dadi Janki, Co-Administrative Head, of the Brahma Kumaris, were two pieces of
inspiration for a meditation session which brought together a small group of
individuais. This small group contributed to an experience of peace that was
intimate and sweet.

France

Paris: Elisabeth Vaast, a nurse by profession and Mr. Philipe Descham, Main leader
of the French Rosicrusians, were interviewed on the subject of A Thought of Peace,
A Thought of Life. The focus of their answers related to the responsibility of the
self in creating peace and on the under-pinning values of attention, commitment,
and a positive attitude.






